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Presidential Search Narrows 
To Two Final Candidates
Tentative Calendar 
Of Events For
By Trina C. Smith
Spelman College is in the 
process of selecting a new presi­
dent to fill the vacancy left by 
Donald Stewart. The search has 
been narrowed to two 
candidates—Dr. Johnetta B. 
Cote from Hunter College in 
New York and Dr. Belinda 
Wilson from the State Depart­
ment of Higher Education in 
Colorado. The following 
paragraphs give a brief discrip- 
tion of each candidate:
The first candidate, Dr. 
Johnetta B. Cole, is currently a 
professor of Anthropology as 
well as director of the inter- 
American Affiars Program at 
Hunter College in New York. 
She attended Fisk University. 
She received a B.A. in 
Sociology from Oberlin College, 
and an M.A. as well as a Ph.D. 
in Anthropology from North­
western University. Her areas of 
specialization are Cultural An­
thropology, Afro-American 
Studies, and Women’s studies. 
Her sub-areas of specialization 
are Systems of Inequality: Race, 
Gender and Class, and the Pan- 
African World: United States, 
Caribbean and Africa.
Dr. Cole has taught at Hunter 
College, Oberlin Colledge, 
Williams College, University of 
Massachusetts, Washington 
State University and the Univer­
sity of California at Los Angeles. 
She has also been Associate 
Provost for Undergraduate 
Education at the University of 
Massachusetts. In addition to 
her teaching and administrative 
responsibilities, Dr. Cole has 
published thirty-three (33) works 
including A//American Women: 
Lines That Divide, Ties That
Bind, 1986; and “Racism and 
Sexism, They Ain’t Genetic You 
Know . . ,” 1984. Several of her 
written works have appeared in 
The Black Scholar such as “Mili­
tant Black Women in Early 
United States History” in 1978 
and “Culture: Negro, Black and 
Nigger” in 1970 which has been 
reprinted in several anthologies. 
Dr. Cole has written twenty-one 
(21) invited papers, given 
seventeen (17) invited ad­
dresses, and been involved in 
nineteen (19) symposia and 
conferences.
She has done fieldwork in 
Cuba, Haiti, Domenican 
Republic, St. Croix, and Liberia, 
West Africa.
The other candidate, Dr. 
Belinda Wilson, is currently the 
Executive Director of the State 
Department of Higher Educa­
tion and Cabinet Officer under 
Governor Richard d. Lamm. 
She received an A.B. in English 
and Secondary Education from 
Cedar Crest College, an A.M. in 
Education-Remediation and 
Learning Disabilities from Seton 
Hall University, one Ph.D. in 
Higher Education Administra­
tion and Organization Studies 
from Boston College, and 
another from the Institute for 
Educational Management from 
Harvard Business School.
In addition to her current 
position, Dr. Wilson has been 
the Vice President for Effective 
Sector Management at Indepen­
dent Sector, Senior Associate 
Dean for the Harvard Universi­
ty Graduate School of Educa­
tion, Associate Dean for Ad­
ministration at Harvard Univer­
sity, and a Lecturer on Educa­
tion, also at Harvard. While at 
Rutgers University, Dr. Wilson 
was also the Associate Executive 
Director and Education Director 
for Middlesex County Economic 
Opportunities Corporation, as 
well as the Executive Director. 
She was also a Head Start 
Director and Education 
Specialist.
The Spotlight will announce 
our new president and try to in­
terview her when she is named. 
If you have questions you would 
like to ask, please address them 
to “Ask The President” and 
bring them to the Spotlight of­
fice in the Lower Concourse of 
Manley Center.
In Our Next Issue . . .
* Comments from Alice Walker
* Update on Varnette Honeywood











Saturday, Junior Day 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.




Manley College Center 
Blue & White Extravaganza 9:00 p.m.-3:00 a.m.
Sunday, Chapel Service 11:00 a.m.
April 5 Sisters Chapel





Monday, Spring Concert 8:00 p.m.
April 6 Fox Theatre
Tuesday, Career Convocation 11:00 a.m.





Alma Upshaw Dining 
Room
9:00 p.m.






Party for the Stewarts 
Alma Upshaw dining 
Room
8:00 p.m.
Saturday, Convocation 10:00 a.m.
April 11 Sisters Chapel
Picnic
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Editor’s
Notes
By Jennifer L. Satterfield
Writer Credits Spelman 
For Her Growth To Womanhood
1 originally sat down to defend why 1 printed the article “Yellow, 
Black, White Girl” in the last issue of the Spotlight. I had heard 
so many comments just in passing and I've been told that it was 
the topic of discussion in several classrooms. Professors and students 
approached me to tell me that they had letters for me (probably 
expressing their discontent judging from their attitudes and tone 
of voice). Can you believe I was afraid to go to my office in fear 
that there would be stacks and bags of letters from professors, 
Spelmanites, Morehouse Men, English majors, Psychology majors, 
and Sociology majors expressing their opinions and interpretations 
of the article? And I was going to write this editorial explaining how 
I came to print this story and it’s legalities.
But you know what? I was all wrong. Someone has been lying 
to me. No one was discontented with the article, as a matter of 
fact everyone loed it! They must have, because no one responded 
— so I have to conclude that no one was offended.
By Stephanie D. McIver
Since May 17, 1987 is draw­
ing very near, I am taking this 
opportunity to address my 
Spelman sisters, many of whom 
I may not see again. I will forget 
my painful attempts to enlighten 
my Point/Counter Point writing 
partner to address a far more 
important audience. You.
In my four years at Spelman 
College I have undergone such 
a metamorphosis I can not begin 
to express. I came here, as did 
many of us, a naive, isolated, 
young woman. I will leave here 
an enlightened, mature, and 
educated example of the best 
Spelman has to offer. I am pro­
foundly proud of that fact. I plan 
to go out into the world
Well, 1 will explain although it has not been requested. When 
I first read the story I was surprised by the tones of sexuality. Once 
1 got past that, I began to understand what the writer was trying 
to relay. I read it over and over and I decided that it had a definite 
message. It wasn’t a story that was trashy or vented a young man’s 
fantasy. It was deeper than that; it had a message that I felt was 
important to acknowledge. I also figured that this would stir up some 
controversy and afterall, what is a college newspaper supposed to 
do? It is suppose to elicit some kind of emotion whether that emo­
tion is happiness, sadness, anger, or fear. And I thought that is 
what this story would do. I also wanted students to get involved 
and write back expressing what they felt. Unfortunately, this did 
not happen. It is also important that once you read it, you reread 
it until you can understand what the writer is really trying to convey.
Another area that I thought people would comment on is the
editorial sent in by_______________________. This man tried to
compare Forsyth County to our schools in the A.U.C. He tried 
to parallel blacks choosing to attend predominately black institu­
tions with the white community choosing to live in predominately 
white neighborhoods. He believes that environments like these pro­
mote racial pride and he couldn’t understand why people in For­
syth County were being bothered and our environment hasn’t. Well, 
one very important issue he failed to acknowledge or understand 
is, we do not prevent, ridicule, or attack other people who wish 
to participate in our program. As a matter of fact, they are welcom­
ed by the majority with open arms. So the next time someone tries 
to compare black institutions with racist communities, be quick to 
point out the major difference.
It is important to respond to things that you disagree with, disap­
prove of, or simply don’t like. I know that this is just a campus 
publication, but it is things like these that teach and help you to 
stand out on issues that might relate to you on a different level.
Morehouse President Hugh 
Gloster Prepares For His 
Final Farewell
By D.L. Parms
Morehouse College President 
Dr. Hugh Morris Gloster will be 
ending his tenure June of this 
year. Gloster, since he became 
President in 1967, has enhanc­
ed the ambiance of Morehouse 
and has broadened its dimen­
sions. By implementing several 
programs, stregthening the 
faculty and administration, 
building the student body enroll­
ment, acquiring land and in­
creasing the endowment 
significantly, Gloster has carried 
out his plan.
At the onset of Gloster’s 
presidential career he promised 
to do all in his power to disallow 
Morehouse from becoming a 
“mini-college with a mini­
spreading the gospel of this 
place because this place is the 
key. I am sure that many of my 
Spelman sisters do not realize 
the significance, the sacred 
nature of this place. Nor do they 
realize the reality of the dangers 
that face it. We live in an age of 
indifference, an age of regres­
sion, and an age of the almighty 
dollar. The current administra­
tion has taken numerous steps 
to, however covertly, 
discourage minorities from 
achieving their goals. The 
withdrawal of government funds 
from institutions which practice 
“Separatism” set a precedent 
from private industries which 
have contributed in the past. 
There is growing apprehension
curriculm, a mini-faculty and a 
mini-student body.” Under his 
administration there has been: 
eight new majors established in 
the Department of Business, the 
establishment of a Dual Degree 
Engineering Program with The 
Georgia Institute of Technology. 
The student body and faculty 
has doubled in size while the col­
lege endowment has tripled to 
more than 15.36 million. The 
number of faculty Ph.D.’s has 
increased to over 65 percent 
under his administration.
Gloster is one of several 
distingushed graduates of 
Morehouse. After earning a BA 
from Morehouse he continued 
his education, attaining a MA at 
Atlanta University and received
concerning the support of such 
schools. And Spelman, like all 
other predominantly Black in­
stitutions, faces a very real 
danger though we have been 
lucky thus far.
I challenge my Spelman 
sisters in the class of 1987 and 
all the classes that follow to con­
tinue the support. Never forget 
where we came from, for it deter­
mines where we are going. As 
I go on to do great things I will 
do them in the name of 
Spelman College. And as I go 
on to make great sums I will give 
back to Spelman College 
(“What’s that you say - a million 
dollars for the movie rights to my 
book? Of course I’ll take it! . . . 
Spelman? Who’s Spelman? . .”)
his Ph.D. from New York 
University.
He is a true scholar as well as 
a prolific writer. He is a author
of Negro Voices In American 
Fiction, co-editor of The 
Brown Thrush and My Life- 
My Country-My World as well 
as numerous articles concerning 
American education. After leav­
ing Morehouse Gloster plans to 
continue writing and creating 
positive feed.
Revered by Morehouse men 
past and present, Gloster has 
accomplished what he set out to 
do: “to retain and refine the 
character and charisma that 
make Morehouse College and 






















































The Spelman Spotlight is a monthly publication produced by and 
for the students of Spelman College. The Spotlight office is located in 
the Manley College Center, lower concourse, of Spelman College. 
Mail should be addressed to Sox 1239, Spelman College, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30314. Telephone numberis 525-1743.
Calendar of Events for Class of 1987
Friday & Saturday ‘Senior Retreat
May 8 & 9 Jekyll Island, Georgia
Sunday, May 10 Baccalaureate
Sisters Chapel
3:00 p.m.


















Thursday, May 14 ‘Pool Party
Read Hall
12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Friday, May 15 ‘White Water
Reunion Banquet
Alma Upshaw Dining Room
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 16 Class Day Ceremony
Sisters Chapel








Sunday, May 17 Commencement Line-up
Civic Center




NOTE: To pick up a copy of this schedule, come to the Office of Alumnae Affairs, Rockefeller Hall, Room 
200. ’Contact LaFreida Jordan for details.
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Stepping Stone 
For Those Interested 
In Comedy Writing
Escort Service Is Now Operating
College students seeking 
careers in Hollywood inevitably 
ask: “How do I get my foot in 
the door?”
Comedian/actor Jimmie 
Walker, who sprang to national 
prominence when he portayed 
the wisecracking “J.J.” on the 
“Good Times” series, wants to 
give a break to college writers 
who think they know how to 
write jokes for stand-up 
comedy.
Walker, who will soon be 
seen in the feature film release 
“My African Adventure,” and 
will also star in his own TV series 
“Bustin’ Loose” this fall, began 
his career writing jokes for other 
comics. Now, he is soliciting 
material from student 
joke-writers.
If Walker uses the material, he 
will pay the writers. A less tan­
gible, but probably more con­
sequential, reward will be that 
the writers will have established 
comedy-writing credits with a 
comedy/TV/film personality— 
which can only be of benefit to 
the students in their efforts to get 
started in Hollywood.
Any student wishing to submit 
material to Walker should send 
it to his Hollywood office which 
is located at 9000 Sunset Blvd., 
Suite 400, Los Angeles, Ca. 
90069. Student should also 
make sure to enclose their 
name, address and phone 
number, so that Walker can 
locate them in the event that he 
is interested in their material.
By Rose Meadows 
Contributing Writer
“There have been no 
pedestrian robberies or assaults 
since the escort service has been 
in effect,” said Steve Bowser, 
director of the Atlanta Universi­
ty Center Public Safety 
Department.
The escort service began this 
semester as a result of the many 
assaults on students near the 
library. At this time it only pro­
vides service to the campuses of 
Spelman and Clark.
The AUCPS has always had 
officers patrolling the streets of 
Spelman and Clark Colleges. 
Now it is coordinating the escort 
service to provide convenient 
service to the students’ preferred 
study center — the library. “We 
combined the schedules to ac­
comodate students,” Bowder
said. “We want students to plan 
their trips during the times the 
escort service is available.”
The escort service is available 
to Spelman students three times 
an hour and twice an hour to 
Clark students. “The difference 
in the service is due to the 
distance of the trips,” Bowser 
said. Schedules are posted on 
both campuses to indicate exact 
times.
Escorts are available to and 
from Woodruff Library to the 
main gate of Spelman and to 
Clark’s quad area and the Clark 
Courts. Students wishing to be 
escorted are to be at the 
designated locations at their 
specified times. Escorts walk 
across the street from the 
students. “Officers are in a bet­
ter position to see what goes on.
There would not be any confu­
sion as to whether the officers 
were socializing or patrolling the 
area,” said Bowser.
In addition to the escort ser­
vice the AUCPS patrols games, 
special activities, the parking lot 
behind Spelman College and all 
streets near Spelman and Clark.
Bowser has been the director 
of AUCPS for five years. The 
service coinsists of 30 security 
and police officers. The police 
officers are graduates of Atlan­
ta’s police academy. Security of­
ficers graduate from the state 
security officer training program.
“The escort service has im­
proved the perception of service 
from the AUCPS to students,” 
Bowser said. “We are now visi­
ble and we are providing a direct 
service to them,” Bowser said.
Congratulations 
To The New Officers! Do You Really Know Your Alcohol Tolerance Level?
Student Government Association Cabinet 1987-88
President - Angela Glaude
Vice president - Dawne Mitchell
Corresponding Secretary - Michelle Townsend
Treasurer - Malaika Bass
Parliamentarian - Kyra Stinson
Co-Social Chairpersons - Darralyn Hutson and Jacqueline Jones 
Co-Publicity Chairpersons - Adrienne Lance and Kelly Ward 
Spotlight (Newspaper) Editor - Kathleen Tait
Reflections (Yearbook) Editor - Mia Fause
Student Advisory Co-Chairperson - Charlisa Brown
Senior Class Officers 1987-88
President - Lydia Boyd
Vice president - Tracy Scott
Publicity Chairperson - Breque Tyson
SGA Representatives - Tonja Campbell and Sonji Smith
Junior Class Officers 1987-88
Vice president - Angela Bowers
Corresponding Secretary - Sharon Estes
Treasurer - Dorothea Hunter
Parliamentarian - Michele Strickland
Co-Social Chairpersons - Robyn Hatchel and Shawn Washington
Publicity Chairperson - Millicent Bell
SGA Representatives - Brigitte Catchings and Nicole Fields
Sophomore Class Officers 1987-88
President - Cindy Brooks
Recording Secretary - Romeldia Hearn
Treasurer - Stacee Bain
Social Chairperson - Chaurice Corbin
Publicity Chairperson - Karyn White
Note: The following positions are involved in run-off elections, 
the winners will be announced in the next issue.
SGA- Recording Secretary, Student Advisory Co-Chair.
Senior Class - Secretary, Social Chairpersons
Junior Class - President, Recording Secretary, Judiciary Board
Representatives
Forget the S.A.T.s, 
L.S.A.T.s and G.M.A.T.s. 
Here’s a chance to really test 
your smarts on a subject most of 
us think we know: alcohol.
This test won’t get you into 
grad school, but it might help 
ensure you’ll be around to enter. 
It’s called the “National Alcohol 
Awareness Test.”
The “Test” may seem simple, 
but the answers can affect your 
health and safety:
1. Typical servings of beer, wine 
and liquor:
a) contain the same volume 
of liquid;
b) vary in alcohol content;
c) are equal in alcohol 
content.
2. When you think you’ve had 
too much, what do you do?
a) stop drinking and eat 
something;
b) wait 30 minutes before 
your next one;
c) drink black coffee and go 
out for some fresh air.
3. True or false. Switching 
drinks during the eveing will get 
you more drunk than staying 
with one type of drink.
4. How do you pace yourself at 
a party?
a) moderate the amount you 
drink;
b) drink only beer or wine;
c) switch from liquor to beer.
5. True or false. When you want 
to drink “lightly,” it doesn’t mat­
ter if you have beer, wine or a 
mixed drink.
6. To slow down the effect of 
alchol:
a) drink more slowly;
b) eat something substantial 
beforehand;
c) snack while you drink;
d) all of the above.
7. Labels on beer, wine and 
liquor:
a) describe the alcohol “pro­
of” of the beverage;
b) list the alcohol content as 
a pecentage of total volume
c) vary in the kind of informa­
tion they give you.
Answers
1. All of these drinks contain 
equal amounts of alcohol (c). 
Typical servings of beer (12 
ounces), wine (5 ounces), and 
distilled spirits (DA ounces) all 
contain the same amount of 
pure alcohol: 0.5 ounces. This 
is Alcohol Equivalence. A drink, 
is a drink, is a drink. No matter 
what you drink.
2. If you think you’ve drunk too 
much, stop. Then eat something 
(a). Only time will solve the pro­
blem. A 30-minute wait isn’t 
enough time; neither coffee nor 
fresh air can speed the process, 
so the best thing to do is to drink 
water or milk and eat something 
substantial and wait it out. 
Above all, don’t attempt to 
drive: if you want to go home, 
get someone reliable to take 
you. And next time, remember 
to pace yourself.
3. False. When drinks are con­
sumed at the same pace, and 
assuming typical servings, swit­
ching has no more effect than 
not switching; your alcohol in­
take remains the same. As for 
feeling terrible, it may happen, 
not necessarily because of the 
alcohol, but because of the mix 
of non-alcohol ingredients.
4. To pace yourself, moderate 
the amount your drink (a). 
Whether it’s in beer, wine, or li­
quor, alcohol requires no 
digestive processing. Moments 
after your first sip, alcohol 
passes through the walls of the 
stomach and small intestine 
directly into the bloodstream. In 
a few more moments, it reaches 
the brain. If you take several 
drinks in one hour, for example, 
you’ll quickly feel the effects and 
your Blood Alcohol Content will 
rise above the acceptable level. 
Blood Alcohol Content directly 
correlates to the amount of 
alcohol you consume, whether 
it’s a glass of beer, wine or li­
quor. So, never drink fast to 
catch up when you join a party 
late. And remember, it’s just as 
important not to “chug” three 
beers in a row as it is to avoid 
three “quick-ones” of liquor.
5. True. Drinking “lightly” 
means moderating the amount 
you drink, not what you drink. 
Beer, wine and liquor are all 
beverage alcohol. The typical
(Continued on Page 5)
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The New Women in the Chapel
By Teresa Elaine Leary
Wondering who the new face 
is walking around our campus 
is? Well, she is the friendly, soft 
spoken Dr. Ella Pearson Mit­
chell. Dean Mitchell was 
originally here to fill in for Dr. 
Rates while he was on sabbatical 
last semester.
Dr. Mitchell did not inciden­
tally become Spelman’s first 
woman Dean of Sisters Chapel. 
Negotiations began in 1981, but 
funds were not available so she 
went on to Virginia and served 
as Director of Continuing 
Education and Associate Pro­
fessor of Christian Education at 
the School of Theology at 
Virginia Union University. 
Before that position, Dr. Mitchell 
worked many places all over the 
country, including California 
and Wisconsin. She has also lec­
tured and taught all kinds of 




If audiences are to relate to 
the tragedy in the movie “Native 
Son,” they would have to konw 
and understand the plight and 
rage of black people in a white 
controlled society.
The film, based on a 1940 
novel written by Richard Wright, 
centers around a poor black 
Chicago youth who struggles 
with his sense of belonging and 
commits murder as a result of 
his displacement.
It is obvious that the youth, 
named Bigger Thomas, played 
by new comer Victor Love, is 
highly termpered, fearful and 
confused about what he can and 
can not control. The movie 
showcases Bigger’s rage, but it 
failed to exemplify what lurks in 
his mind and heart. More 
dialogue between he and his 
family and friends would have 
remedied this problem.
There was nothing original 
about the plot; black man accus­
ed of the rape and murder of a 
white woman, is convicted and 
sentenced to death. Bigger tries 
desperately to shelter his guilt, 
but because of his skin color and 
circumstances leading up to the 
murder, he feels trapped. Even 
if he told the truth , he was black 
and she was white.
In this movie, viewers must 
understand that a person is a
trum of the kind of work she has 
done this energetic woman once 
drove a huge bus used as 
classroom for religious educa­
tion in Berkley, and also taught 
laboratory schools in Nursery 
Education at the American Bap­
tist Assembly in not only Green 
Lake, Wisconsin, but also other 
western states.
In response to the low atten­
dance in Chapel Services on 
Sunday she gave a possible 
reason and some solutions. She 
feels that because Chapel is at 
the same time as other Church 
Services the Chapel has to com­
pete for the church-goers. They 
(the chapel cabinet which con­
sists of students) have already 
begun Chapel Alerts —yes, 
those are the announcements 
that you hear early Sunday 
morning which are supposed to 
get the students out of bed and 
make them aware of the chapel 
service going on in Sisters
product of his environment, in 
order for them to relate to Big­
ger’s make-up and situation. 
The film shows that racism is 
learned. How does one conform 
to a lifestyle that has been 
denied him since birth? 
Freedom is without restriction, 
according to Webster’s dic­
tionary. In his rage, Bigger 
found a sense of freedom and 
identity in acts of violence.
The strength of the movie 
does not stand with television 
talkshow host Oprah Winfrey, 
who plays the mother of Bigger, 
instead, Love anchors to the 
end without disappointment. 
For a newcomer, Love puts life 
into the character. He makes 
Bigger quite believable and con­
sistent with emotion. His perfor­
mance is worth seeing.
Although the movie points 
out that subtle racism does ex­
ist, again, additional dialogue 
and coverage of Bigger’s trial 
would make the story line more 
interesting. The film is slow, and 
the only eye-opener is the 
shocking manner in which Big­
ger disposed the body. Unity 
within the family, a common 
practice for blacks during the 
early part of the century, is miss­
ing. There is no foundation.
Viewers who are easily 
angered by the slightest thought
Chapel. Also, Freshman and 
Sophomore Assembly credit is 
given. The attendance fluctuates 
and that is to be expected says 
Dr. Mitchell, but she remembers 
one Sunday back in November 
when there were more men in 
the congregation than women. 
As for the goals of the chapel 
Dean Mitchell only has to go 
back to schools motto-“Our 
Whole School for Christ” and 
hopes that more women will 
become involved in spiritual 
growth and also to at least see 
a floor level full of people.
Dr. Mitchell, as a woman 
minister has had many struggles 
and used to have problems be­
ing accepted. Though she com­
pleted seminary in 1943 she was 
not ordained until 30 years later. 
There have been many ups and 
downs and times when she was 
not even allowed to preach in 
the pulpit of some churches, but 
she went on.
of racism, this movie can be 
misleading if one does not read 
between the lines. The message 
is not immediately clear. For in­
stance, movie-goers must listen 
carefully and put two-and-two 
together.
As compared to other movies 
of its kind, “Native Son” rates 
low on the scale because the 
movie fails to let viewers feel the 
impact of the message. In other 
words, audiences are left emp­
ty handed until a few hours after 
the showing. Thanks to Love’s 
outstanding acting ability, this 
movie is worth viewing at 





March 2-April 13 
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Giles Hall Room 113
Calligraphy II
March 24-ApriI 28 
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Tapley Hall Room 201
Dear Headers.
The Spotlight encourages you 
to voice your opinions, make 
suggestions or comments and to air 




Pepsi-Cola has awarded $5,000 to Spelman College through 
their “Excellence in Education Marketing Program,” a new project 
that encourages historically black colleges and universities to 
develop and implement effective marketing strategies. Mrs. Aline 
Ribers, Director of Admisions, prepared the marketing plan, “with 
a very clear analysis of who our market is. and good background 
data compiled from in-house statistics and information from the Col­
lege Board.” Awards totaling $145,000 were made to nine other 
schools.
Father/Daugther Weekend attracted 330 fathers and a 
number of mothers who joined their daughters for the festivities.
Essay Contest Award winner Lisa Johson won two Eastern 
Airline tickets to the destination of her choice for her beautifully 
written and very moving essay on “Why My Father Should Be 
Father of the Year.” The prize originally consisted of one airline 
ticket for Lisa’s father, Mr. Walter Johnson, but after hearing Lisa 
read her essay, Easter Airlines representative Mr. Clemon Childs 
added the second ticket so that Lisa could accompany her Dad.
Vickki Gaskin’s essay honoring her father, Rev. Don Gaskin, 
was the second place winner, and Camarf (Cami) Walker was 
the third place winner for her essay honoring her father, Paul 
Walker.
Pearline Davis, Director of Alumnae Affairs, is the first black 
person elected to serve on the board of the Georgia Education Ad­
vancement Council. Mrs. Davis also served as the Registration Chair 
for the National United Negro College Fund Conference February 
12-15 at the Omni. Hundreds of people attended the conference 
and enjoyed a variety of speakers, workshops and other gala 
events.
The Hidden Heritage Catalog is promoting the works of two 
Spelman Alumnae — Varnette Honeywood, class of ’72 and 
Jackie Hale-Benson, class of ’70. Varnette Honeywood is a 
gifted painter whose works express the cultural experiences of blacks 
in America. Her various paintings and figt cards can be ordered 
through this catalog. Janice Hale-Benson’s book Black Children: 
Their Roots, Culture, and Learning Styles, explores the effects of 
Black-American culture on a child’s development. It retails for 
$13.95. the catalog itself sells for $2.00 and can be ordered by 
writing to the following address: Hidden Heritage Catalog, 1142 
West indian School Road, Phoenix, Arizona 85013.
Increased Campus Security We have added a security per­
son to work from 3:00 to 11:00 p.m. patroling the outer perimeter 
of the campus, and the AU Center parking lot on foot and on 
scooter. He will also assist the regular campus security people when 
needed. The scooter is available to all security personnel for in­
creased mobility and faster response time.
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Budding Psychologist 
Does Research
Spelman Woman Past: 
Carolyn Irvin Brailsford
Venetta Coleman, a junior 
psychology major at Spelman 
College, has been involved in 
research since last summer 
when she served as the research 
assistant on a Minority 
Biomedical Research Support 
Grant directed by Dr. Jeanne 
Stahl at Morris Brown College. 
At that time, she perfected a 
technique for embedding badly 
damaged brain tissue for 
histology. The results of this pro­
ject will be presented at the 
Southeastern Psychological 
Association meeting in Atlanta 
this March, at the ADAMHA- 
MARC conference in 
Washington DC this April, and 
at the MBRS-MARC conference 
in Washington DC next Oc­
tober. Venetta is an honor stu­
dent in the ADAMHA-MARC 
research training program 
directed by Dr. Margaret L. 
Weber-Levine, and has recent­
ly written a grant proposal to the 
American Association for
What Is Your 
Alcohol IQ?
From p. 3
servings of each can have the 
same effect on you. Don’t think 
of wine or beer as substitutes for 
alcoholic drinks. They are 
alcoholic drinks. And they’re no 
“lighter” than a cocktail. 
Remember, a drink, is a drink, 
is a drink.
6. All three activities slow down 
the effects of alcohol (d). All are 
responsible ways to drink at a 
party. On the average, the body 
needs about one hour to “burn 
off” any typical drink, whether 
it’s wine, beer, or liquor. So 
pace yourself accordingly. 
Eating something substantial is 
one of the best ways to slow the 
body’s absorption of alcohol in-
The Spelman Spotlight staff is 
in search of unrecognized 
literary talent throughout the 
A.U.C. area. If you feel you are 
a gifted writer and poetry is 
your forte’, then submit your 
work to the Dimensions’ poetry 
contest. Look on page 7 for 
details.
University Women Educational 
foundation to support her 
ADAMHA-MARC thesis. Her 
research proposal is titled: The 
Correlation Between
Psychological Androgyny and 
Relationship Satisfaction in 
Career-Oriented Dating 
Couples.” She is also conduc­
ting thesis research for depart­
mental honors here at Spelman 
under the supervision of Ms. 
Myra Burnett and Dr. LaConya 
Butler. That research deals with 
testing the reliability of measures 
of masculinity-femininity in 
Black subjects. Ms. Coleman is 
President of the Spelman 
Psychological Association, a 
member of the Senior Honors 
Society-Mortar Board and Psi 
Chi Honor Society in 
Psychology, as well as a student 
member of the American 
Psychological Association and 
the Southeastern Psychological 
Association.
to your bloodstream - preferably 
food high in fat and protein - 15 
or 20 minutes before you drink. 
Some people think that wine 
and beer are foods. Actually, the 
nutritipnal value is too small to 
matter. Eating solid food is just 
as important when you drink 
wine or beer as it is with liquor.
7. Labels on beer, wine and li­
quor vary in what they tell you 
(c). Beer labels usually don’t tell 
you alcohol content. Wine labels 
record alcohol content by 
percentage of volume. Liquor 
labels record their “proof,” a 
term derived from the “proving” 
of alcohol content in tests 
distillers used centuries ago.
By Lorena M. Craighead
Carolyn Irvin Brailsford, in­
structor at Spelman College is a 
successful mother, wife, teacher 
& singer. Her talents go beyond 
classical training to the overdue 
production of her first gospel - 
inspirational album, entitled 
“Real Peace.” Carolyn just 
recently gave a wonderful con­
cert at Big Bethel, AME Church, 
for their ministry to the hungry.
After seeing her concert and 
enjoying her beautiful gifts of 
composing and singing. I was 
quiet anxious to find out more 
about such a talented woman.
What made you choose 
Spelman?
CB: When I was a student in 
high school, 1 really did not 
know where I wanted to go. I 
think, probably, like everyone 
else you may hear the names of 
many schools and institutions, 
that you think you want to go to. 
But, unless you have a good 
guidance counselor, who knows 
what is best for you and knows 
where a good place for you to 
be is, then you may end up in 
the wrong place. 1 had never 
heard of Spelman, but my 
guidance counselor had and he 
thought that it would be a fan­
tastic place for me to come. 
Spelman had a great reputation 
and it was all female and he 
thought that I was one of those 
people who needed to be in an 
all female school, (giggle giggle) 
Were there a lot of music 
majors when you were here?
CB: There were a lot of music 
majors at Spelman when I was 
here, because there was more 
emphasis placed on the arts. 
Spelman has a greaty reputa­
tion, when it comes to the arts, 
anyway. When 1 came here, Dr. 
Manley was president and 
therefore there was that strong 
emphasis still placed on the arts. 
You see, under his administra­
tion the fine arts division came 
into being. You had a lot of 
students to come to Spelman as 
music majors. That’s not the 
case anymore. We don’t have 
moneys going to the hands of 
students who want to come as 
majors or for those who are 
majors.
Do you think that is the 
main reason for the 
decrease in the number of 
majors, now?
CB: I think that is probably 
the main reason. People still 
know about Spelman’s strong 
reputation as a good school in 
the fine arts, and particularly so 
in the AU Center. But when 
there is no money, and they’ve 
cut back on so many of the 
financial packages, there is a 
greater dependancy for what the 
school can give you. It really has 
had its impact.
Brailsford
Was Dr. Allison your pro­
fessor and how does it feel 
to be one of his colleagues, 
now?
CB: At first it did feel kind of 
funny because 1 always had to 
try and decide what to call him. 
And with some who were more 
serious than Roland (Allison), 
like Dr. Smith, I had a hard time 
just calling her Grace.
I understand that you got 
your Master’s at Indiana 
University. Do you feel that 
you were well prepared 
here?
CB: I was, when I went to 
graduate school, just like at any 
other institution, they’ll have 
their entrance examination. And 
entrance examination means, as 
far as I’m concerned, you’re 
entering this school and the 
kinds of things emphasized in In­
diana may be different things as 
far as what they emphasize 
elsewhere. So I did poorly on 
the entrance examinations, all of 
them, (laugh) But then again 
there was a crisis at home, but 
I won’t say that was to blame. I’ll 
just say that for what they 
wanted, I didn’t answer correctly 
on their examination. Once I 
had entered the courses, I made 
straight A’s through school. So 
that kind of tells you some thing 
about the preparation that went 
on beforehand. Their test is one 
thing, but to get into the cur­
riculum and to really get involv­
ed in it is a different thing all 
together. But I though that 
Spelman gave me excellent 
training and that I was well 
prepared for anything.
As a teacher, do you have 
any philosophies for 
students?
CB: I think that I teach all of 
my students in the same way. 
To me, talent is something that 
is God given. Everybody has a 
talent or has several talents, but 
it’s what you do with it that 
makes a difference. Talent, in 
and of itsself is no big deal to
have it is not a big thing, it is that 
you are a good steward with it. 
The Lord says to be good 
stewards of whatever it is he has 
given you. Which means, that if 
you take good care of it and you 
use it, in essence to glorify Him, 
that’s what we’re put on Earth 
for. So you either use it to glorify 
Him or you’re doing something 
else with it. And you can glorify 
Him in different ways. I just 
believe very strongly that you 
take that talent and you give it 
back, the best way you can and 
not abuse it, not half way use it 
or halfway approach it or take it 
for granted, so that when you 
give it back to Him it is not the 
same way that He gave it to 
you.
Do you think that you 
would ever quit teaching to 
sing fulltime?
CB: What an incriminating 
question! In the distant future, 
maybe yes. It would depend on 
how things are going. One thing 
is for certain — I feel like what 
I am doing is developing a 
ministry and rather than just 
developing a singing career, I 
think that time really has to be 
considered here. To me, carry­
ing on a full singing career 
because once a ministry starts to 
grow, I couldn’t fly off to dif­
ferent places and leave the 
students neglected, that woudn’t 
be right.
What made you decide to 
come back to Spelman to 
teach and how did the op­
portunity arise?
CB: When I left Spelman, my 
first job was as the librarian at 
Massey Business College. That 
tells you what kind of school 
Spelman is, you see I got this job 
right after I graduated here in 
Atlanta. Because of my liberal 
arts education, I could talk a lit­
tle bit about anything. With that 
under my belt, I went to grad 
school, feeling very confident 
and knowing that something 
well rounded is what I needed. 
When I came back to teach, it 
was really interesting, becaue 
Dr. Allison called me and ask­
ed me to take the job. At the 
time, I was going through a lit­
tle personal crisis and I wanted 
to stay in Indiana and get my life 
straightened out. I had told Dr. 
Allison in April that I couldn’t 
take the job and in July, on Ju­
ly 4th, after I had made a deci­
sion about what had been my 
crisis, I was ready to walk away 
from Indiana. When I called 
him, I think that he said that he 
was about to accept somebody’s 
applicaton for the job. But he 
was glad that I had called and I 
explained everything to him and
(Continued on Page 6)
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Inventor of Cordless Telephone 




By Robert G. Drummer
At 14, he began to build his 
own radio and transmitter 
systems. A self-taught elec- 
tronicist, he later studied ad­
vanced physics and chemistry, 
earning a B.S. degree in Voca­
tional Education at East Texas 
State University, where he also 
studied interdisciplinary 
sciences.
In 1954, he invented a televi­
sion antenna, the size of a silver- 
dollar. Five years later, he in­
vented and patented the cor­
dless telephone. Today, he is 
working on a cybertronics con­
version system which will con­
vert RF energy into electrical 
energy, permitting power 
generated from radio waves to 
transmit into RF energy, in­
evitably allowing automobiles to 
operate without motors or bat­
teries. Who is this genius? He’s 
Dr. Raymond Phillips.
Dr. Phillips was born in 
Denver, Co., and later moved 
to Terrell, Texas. He did his 
undergraduate work at South 
West Christian College, an all­
for Spike’s Movie 
een Suspended
By Jennifer Satterfield
With only five weeks left of 
shooting, filmmaker Spike Lee 
has been prohibited from 
shooting at Spelman, 
Morehouse, Clark, and Morris 
Brown.
After a meeting with the 
Presidents and Deans from all 
the Atlanta University Center 
Schools, four out of the five 
decided not to sign a contract 
allowing Lee to use their cam­
puses. The schools were going 
to be compensated according to 
the terms in the contract and a 
premiere was scheduled with 
the proceeds going to the 
A.U.C. Schools.
“They are worried that this 
will have a very negative effect 
on black schools in general. To­
day they brought up that it will 
affect black people as a whole- 
negatively,” stated Lee.
According to Lee, many 
speculations have been made 
about the movie, like sex scenes 
in the trailers and nudity. Lee 
says that it is simply not the case 
and people are trying to cor­
relate “School Daze” to “She’s 
Got to Have It.”
“If this was an X-rated movie 
or pornographic, Jesse Jackson 
would not have said the bless­
ing for it and Ozzie Davis and 
Stevie Wonder (Wonder is 
writing the music) would not be 
involved,” offered Lee.
black institution, where he 
received his A.A. degree, after 
which he began study at East 
Texas State, earning competen­
cy credits in the experimental 
sciences.
“I was certified there to teach 
industrial electronics. As a boy, 
I experimented with electronics 
and then re-enforced that with 
what 1 got in college.”
What he has achieved from 
that experience is the motivation 
to invent, and has even in­
vented his own word, “cyber­
tronics” which means “to guide 
electrons.”
“All of my inventions have 
been monetary. The silver-dollar 
size antenna grossed over $2 
million in its first three months of 
sales. A pressure car wash 
system I invented for the home, 
which can be connected to an 
ordinary water hose, was a 
multi-million dollar-a-month in­
come. Today, the cordless 
(telephone) is a billion dollar in­
dustry.”
Phillips is working on his pre­
sent device in the Morehouse
Lee says he understands their 
concerns, but it is a matter of 
trust. “I’m a product of 
Morehouse. My Father went to 
Morehouse, my Mother went to 
Spelman, my Grandfather went 
to Morehouse, and my Grand­
ma went to Spelman, so why 
would I come back here and do 
a film that is going to tear it 
down? It is everything that I am 
a product of.”
The issues that are important 
to black America should be ad­





Approved February 4, 1987 by the New York State Education Department for the 
purpose of conducting a clinical clerkship program in New York teaching hospitals. 
St. George’s received a similar approval in 1985 from the New Jersey Board of 
Medical Examiners; this establishes St. George’s as the only foreign medical school 
with instruction in English that has state-approved campuses in both New York 
and New Jersey.
Over 700 students have transferred to U S. medical schools. St. George’s has 
graduated over 1,000 physicians:
They are licensed in 39 states;
They hold faculty positions in 20 U.S. medical schools-25% have been Chief 
Residents in 119 U.S. hospitals (according to a 1986 survey).
St. George’s is entering its second decade of medical education. In the first decade, 
we were cited by The Journal of the American Medical Association (January 1985) 
as ranking number one of all major foreign medical schools in the initial pass rate 
on the ECFMG exam.
St. George’s is one of the few foreign medical schools whose students quality for 
Guaranteed Student Loans. Our students also qualify for the PLUS/ALAS loans 
and, under certain conditions, VA loans. St. George’s grants a limited number ot 
loans and scholarships to entering students.
For information 
please contact 
the Office of 
Admissions
College Chemistry Department, 
along with contemporary and 
educator, Dr. Troy Storey of the 
Morehouse faculty.
“I came here in order to help 
black colleges finance 
themselves as a result of the 
development of new, innovative 
ideas in technology. When I was 
coming along and went out in­
to the working world, 1 was the 
only and token black in the 
research and development field 
of my department. For nearly 
every thought process or inven­
tion I came up with, I had to 
compete with 15 white minds, 
as compared to my one little 
black mind. That’s why I am 
here on this project, to help 
develop more competent, black 
minds.”
Phillips went on to add that 
far too often, blacks do not 
receive due credit for their ac­
complishments. “It wasn’t until 
1983 that I was finally recogniz­
ed for the cordless. It was 
documented in ’56 and ’59; July
(Continued on Page 7)
rug. Lee’s movie attempts to 
confront the color issue between 
our race out into the open.
The only school that signed a 
contract was Atlanta University 
and that is where the majority of 
the scenes will be shot. Deter­
mined not to let this decision in­
terfere with shooting, other loca­
tions will be used.
He hopes that people will still 
want to participate in the film 
because it is not everyday that 
opportunities like this come up. 
Film is forever.
Affiliated Hospitals in
New York Slate 
New Jersey 
United Kingdom
St. George's University School of Medicine /115 
c/o The Foreign Medical School Services Corporation 
One East Main Street • Bay Shore, New York 11706 
(5161 665-850» y
By Sherri McGee
Are you a freshman, unsure 
about the area of study you wish 
to undertake, or maybe a 
sophomore with a selected ma­
jor but looking for a minor, 
perhaps you are a junior who 
wishes to fill that registration 
form with a class or two or alter­
native interest. Seniors, are you 
finished with your major and in­
terested in devoting extra time 
to a minor? Why not consider 
the new Communications 
Studies minor at Spelman 
College.
The Communication Studies 
minor is housed in the Sociology 
Department and offers students 
seven courses in everything 
from interpersonal communica­
tion to mass communication. 
The minor is open to all majors 
and aids students in understan­
ding the mass media, in addition 
to being able to control their own 
communication.
Some of the courses offered 
are: Introduction to Human 
Communication; Mass Com­
munication and Society; In­




he told me that the job was 
mine. That’s why I say that the 
Lord works out every little detail 
in my life.
What transitions have you 
seen Spelman go through?
CB: With time everything 
changes and I think the main 
emphasis has changed from 
strong liberal art emphasis to 
broader ranges of studies. And 
of course it’s a sign of the times 
and a reflection of society, and 
technological demands are dif­
ferent. Then there’s also the 
issue of where the money goes, 
as far as scholarship moneys 
and financial aid for the 
students. I wonder sometimes if 
the whole thing is fair. I know 
that the fine arts are neglected, 
especially since in the past so 
much more attention was given 
to the arts. There’s something 
good about all of the arts and a 
certain amount of open- 
mindedness is required to ap­
preciate all of the new and good 
opportunities that are offered to 
young people today.
would you say that 
because that the moneys are 
not as available as they once 
were that the students are 
more dedicated?
CB: It’s hard to say that too, 
but everything has changed to 
such an extent, but don’t get me 
wrong, change is good, but then 
on the other hand it can cause 
other types of problems. I 
wouldn’t say that the students 
are more dedicated or better but 
I think that the priorities are dif­
Dr. Marsha Houstan Stan- 
back is the Director of the pro­
gram and also teaches the 
courses. Students must com­
plete 18 credit hours (six 
courses) and take at least nine 
of those 18 at Spelman College. 
The remaining nine hours may 
be taken at nearby Clark Col­
lege. Clark also offers classes in 
the area of communications. 
The English major who minors 
in communications may receive 
internship credit through the 
English Department.
By opting for a communica­
tions minor, students may ap­
ply classes in areas of 
Economics/Management, drama, 
drama, education, art, 
philosophy, political science and 
sociology, toward the 18 hours 
needed. Students may also take 
the hours in the above mention­
ed fields at any school within the 
center.
Students interested in obtain­
ing additional information regar­
ding the Communications 
Studies minor at Spelman Col­
lege may call the school at 
681-3643 and ask for Dr. Stan- 
back, extension 480.
ferent. Alot of the students who 
are here now have to work and 
that makes a difference in how 
much they can give.
Tell me about the Ken­
tucky Fried Chicken 
Gospelfest.
CB: I entered that competi­
tion in September ... In the 
mean time I was preparing for 
the concert which was the same 
day as the finals . . . just as I had 
put the gospelfest behind me, I 
found out that I had made the 
finals. So, I made arrangements 
to still go to the finals and make 
the concert too. And as a result 
I later found out that I had won.
What advice can you give 
your Spelman sisters?
CB: The same as I was say­
ing before, when you talk about 
talent and your ability to do 
something, everybody here is 
trying to discover what their 
talents are and see how far they 
can go in the development of 
self and I don’t mean just 
academically, because you have 
so many gifts . . . what you’re 
doing is really discovering 
yourself and in the process of 
discovering yourself, the best 
suggestion that I can give is that 
you look to find those gifts that 
the Lord would want you to use, 
to the fullest, don’t ever slight 
yourself, for anything that you 
have to offer ... be thankful that 
you have it and develop it. Be 
prayful that you use it well and 
be thankful that you have it. 
Thank you.
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Raise The Minimum Wage“Dear Spelman Sisier”|
Dear Spelman Sister,
I have a big problem. I’m 
graduating this spring and all of 
my friends are graduating with 
honors. The problem is I’m not- 
1 feel like I let myself and others 
down. Many people have re­
mained on the honor roll and 
Dean’s list with the help of me 
and others. It just doesn’t seem 
fair that I’m not graduating with 
honors and did not cheat, while 
they are graduating with honors 
and did cheat. I’m not saying all 
honor students cheat because I 
know the majority of them 
don’t. What should I do? I can’t 




First of all cheaters never win 
and winners never cheat. 
Cheating is something that is all 
too rampant on this campus. 
Your friends that will be 
graduating with honors need not 
feel proud because eventually 
they will be required to call upon 
the “knowledge” they should 
have learned. If you have done 
your best, you should feel good 
about yourself. All students are 
not meant to be honor students.
If in your letter you have im­
plied that you helped them 
cheat, you should feel ashamed, 
however; if you have implied 
that your studying helped them 
get where they are, perhaps you 
should have dedicated more of 
your time to your own studies. 
This advice is not meant to 
make you feel worse, but to get 
you and everyone else, even 
honor students, to realize that
An extra special thanks 
to these people whose 










cheating is WRONG! It not only 





I want to thank you for help­
ing to bring to justice the 
Klansmen who lynched my son, 
Michael.
Attorney Morris Dees told me 
this would not have been possi­
ble if you had not stuck by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
and its Klanwatch project. The 
Center charged nothing to han­
dle my case, and they will not 
take a penny of the judgment I 
was against the Kian.
You can see in the enclosed 
article that a federal jury award­
ed me $7 million in damages for 
what the Kian did to my son, but 
the money is not the important 
thing in this case. It won’t bring 
Michael back.
What is important is that for 
the first time in history, a Kian 
group has been held responsible 
for the violent deeds of its 
members. This should be a war­
ning to every Kian group in 
America.
In my heart, long ago, I 
forgave the Klansmen who 
murdered my son. I am just so 
grateful to know that Michael did 
not die in vain, and that other 
mothers may be spared going 
through what I didn because of 
Michael’s legal case.
Thank you so much for 
caring.
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Beulah Mae Donald
Michael’s Mother
When a full-time worker earns 
less than $7,000 annually, it’s 
almost impossible to provide the 
essentials for a decent life for 
one’s family. Yet since the 
Reaganites came to power back 
in 1981, the federal minimum 
wage, set at $3.35 per hour, has 
remained the same. At that 
level, the five million people 
earning the minimum wage or 
less earn at most $6,968 per 
year. The federal proverty level 
for a family of four is currently 
$10,989; for a two person 
household, it is $6,998. Today’s 
minimum wage rate would have 
to be increase to $4.61 per hour 
to make up for the deterioration 
in inflation since 1981.
The good news on the 
political front is that the Iran- 
Contra scandal has hurt reagan 
so severely that the conservative
Phillips Continues 
Inventions —
Continued from Page 6
7, 1959, patent no. 2894121. 
It was held off the market for 
almost 17 years by a tariff im­
posed by AT&T. That was pro­
bably my biggest disappoint­
ment.”
This new science of cyber- 
tronics Phillips is working on has 
long range potential and can 
provide for years of products to 
be developed from it. Phillips 
says that this is the first time a 
documented attempt has been 
made to convert conventional 
radio waves into RF energy.
“It’ll be a breakthrough in 
research, and will probably be a 
huge addition to the ‘Star Wars’ 
program. Sometime soon, I will 
be demonstrating it’s progress to 
a Hungarian scientist. I’ve 
already shown it to Dr. Edward 
Taylor, inventor of the 
Hydrogen bomb.”
Phillips’ work is assisted finan­
cially by a private individual 
grant. Right now, this unit is 
relatively small, but Phillips 
hopes to expand its size and that 
of his laboratory on campus.
“I call it a ‘Year 2000’ device. 
It’s science surpassed- the next 
greatest thing since the invention 
of nuclear energy.”
A “Year 2000” device- come 
Dr. Phillips, don’t be so modest!
I EAT TOO MUCH PECAUSE TM 
REPRESSER.ANP IM REPRESSEP 
BECAUSE I EAT TOO MUCH
By Dr. Manning Marable,
administration may be forced to 
capitualte to Democratic party 
and AFL-CIO demands to raise 
the minimum wage. Senator 
Majority Leader Robert Byrd 
predicted late last month that 
Congress would hike the 
minumum wage rate. Liberal 
Democratic Senator Ted Ken­
nedy, head of the Senate’s 
Labor and Human Resources 
Committee, accurately states: 
“The minimum wage is not a liv­
ing wage, and it is not a decent 
wage in which a fultime job 
means a lifetime of poverty.” 
Democratic Representative 
Mario Biaggi has proposed 
legislation which would elevate 
the current minimum level of 
$5.05 by 1991, and index the 
rate to one-half the average 
hourly earnings level. Current­
ly, the minimum wage is only 38 
per cent of the average hourly 
wage.
On the defensive, the ad­
ministration now lacks the 
political muscle to eliminate the 
demands for higher minimum 
wages. In previous years, Labor 
Secretary William Brock has 
deplored and ridiculed calls for 
hiking the minimum wage. But 
at last’month’s AFL-CIO winter 
meeting in Florida, Brock in­
sisted to reporters that the ad­
ministration had not “made any 
decision” regarding the 
minimum wage. “We haven’t 
even addressed it at the Cabinet 
level.”
Regrettably but predictably, 
the ideologues of the ultra-right 
are attempting to hold-the-line 
on wage increases to the work­
ing poor. Prominent conser­
vative journalists and 
economists alike — most of 
whom earn salaries in excess of 
$50,000 — are pretending to 
advocate the interests of poor 
folk and the unemployed by 
keeping the lid on their wages!
Chicago Tribune columnist 
Stephen Chapman recently 
charged that higher wages for 
the working poor would force 
thousands of businesses to 
“transfer their operations 
overseas to take advantage of 
cheaper labor,” or to simply “go 
out of business.” Chapman in­
sisted: “Raise the price of oil,
and people use less of it; raise 
the cost of unskilled workers, 
and companies will employ 
fewer of them. Raising the 
minimum wage helps workers 
who keep their jobs — at the ex­
pense of those who get laid off 
and those who are never hired, 
because their value js less than 
the cost of employing them.” 
One recent study by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago argues 
that a reduction in the hourly 
minimum wage for teenagers 
would greatly decrease youth 
joblessness. Bank economists
. assert that a 25 per cent cut in 
wages for youth would increase 
the number of low-paying jobs 
by as much as 36 percent.
These arguments and other 
conservative apologetics for 
lower wages simply don’t square 
with basic facts. It is true that 
higher labor costs can lead to 
higher prices, and many bosses 
tend to reduce the number of 
workers in response to increas­
ed wage rates. However, lower 
wages also contribute to in­
creases in welfare rates, street 
hustling, petty crime and drug 
traffic, because people frequent­
ly will resort to anti-social ac­
tivities if that is the only way in 
which their children are going to 
eat and survive. If a working 
mother with several children 
cannot provide for housing, 
day-care, food, electricity, 
medical bills, clothing, etc., from 
the meagre wages she receives 
at a dead-end job, she’d be 
foolish not to resort to welfare. 
Higher wages give the working 
poor greater self-respect.
What’s the hiden agenda of 
the Reaganites who want to cut 
the wages of young workers? 
Conservatives may be vicious, 
but they aren’t ignorant. By 
reducing wages for teens, 
youngsters will be given jobs 
which generally go to semi­
skilled low waged adults. In the 
struggle to keep their jobs, adults 
will be forced to tighten their 
belts and take wage cuts as well.
Let’s fight for a decent living 
wage for all. A minimum wage 
of $5.05 is not only absolutely 
essential — we must also have 
massive job training and public 
works projects which give skills 
and much-needed experience to 
working people.
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